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Letter to the Congregation from the Session 
 
Dear Friends at First (Scots),  

We are writing to let you know how we plan to celebrate with Dr. Massie as together we approach 
his retirement, so please act on this letter now. It is the only one you will receive from us on this 
topic.  

The plans described below are no longer a secret. The church officers shared them with Danny on 
April 20, and we wish all of you could have been there to feel the surprise, happiness, and love that 
filled Molly Wier Hall.  

The highlight of the upcoming celebration will be the worship service and the reception following it 
on May 31, Dr. Massie’s final day as our pastor. We invite you to help make this occasion not only a 
memorable one for the Massies, but also a significant day in the history of First (Scots). We hope you 
shall do this not only by your attendance, but also in two other ways. 

After thoughtful deliberation, and after consultation with some who know Dr. Massie best, we 
concluded that no gift would please Danny more than the deep satisfaction of seeing the end of the 
years-long effort to design, construct, and pay for our new building. That beautiful building is the 
most visible legacy of his eighteen-year ministry at First (Scots) and would never have been possible 
without his vision, leadership, and perseverance. Therefore, we will repay the remaining debt, and at 
the reception, we shall name the building after Dr. Massie as an expression of our love and 
appreciation. This tribute will take the place of a more traditional love-offering. 

The Tribute Fund, as it is called, will be used entirely to retire the $1,595,998 debt that remained on 
the building at the end of March. However, even before this campaign was officially announced, 
contributions totaling $514,000 have already been received. This shows wonderful progress toward 
our goal of repaying the entire cost. But we still have a long way to go. 

Therefore, even though you may have given generously in the past, please do so once again. 
Whatever the amount, give what you can. Through this contribution, you will not only honor Dr. 
Massie in a way that will be apparent for generations to come, but you will also help free First 
(Scots) once and for all from a significant burden. Please act by May 15. You may mail your pledge 
or call it in to Ms. Deanna Barteet, our Church Administrator, or drop it by the church office, or put it 
into the offering plate. The Tribute Campaign is a continuation of the church’s Generations 
Campaign, and as before, contributions may take the form of pledges and are tax-deductible.  

Finally, we also invite and encourage those of you whose lives have been particularly enriched by 
Dr. Massie’s ministry to send him personal letters of congratulations or appreciation. We hope that 
hundreds of cards and letters from people in the four congregations he has served will be another 
source of great joy and satisfaction to him for many years to come.  

For the Session, 

 

Robert A. White, Clerk 


